
Sturgeon River Gorge RNA Flora; Ottawa National Forest; 2012 
 
A botanical survey of portions of the RNA was conducted in 1989, and the species list is presented below 
(Schultz 1989).  Additional species are likely present.  In the table below, the source used for common 
and scientific plant names is the USDA PLANTS website, available online: http://plants.usda.gov/java/  . 
 

Table 3.   Flora of the RNA showing scientific and common names. 
Scientific Name Common Name 

Abies balsamea  Balsam fir 

Acer negundo Boxelder 

Acer rubrum Red maple 

Acer saccharum  Sugar maple 

Acer spicatum  Mountain maple 

Actaea rubra Red baneberry 

Adiantum pedatum Northern maidenhair 

Alnus incana ssp. rugosa Speckled alder 

Amelanchier sp. Serviceberry 

Anemone canadensis Canadian anemone 

Anemone quinquefolia  Wood anemone 

Aralia nudicaulis Wild sarsaparilla 

Aralia racemosa  American spikenard 

Arisaema triphyllum Jack in the pulpit 

Asarum canadense Canadian wildginger 

Athyrium filix-femina Common ladyfern 

Betula alleghaniensis  Yellow birch 

Betula papyrifera Paper birch 

Brachyelytrum erectum Bearded shorthusk 

Cardamine diphylla Crinkleroot 

Carex arctata   Drooping woodland sedge 

Carex communis   Fibrousroot sedge 

Carex crinita  Fringed sedge 

Carex deweyana Dewey sedge 

Carex disperma Softleaf sedge 

Carex intumescens Greater bladder sedge 

Carex lupulina Hop sedge 

Carex pedunculata Longstalk sedge 

Carex retrorsa Knotsheath sedge 

Carex trisperma  Threeseeded sedge 

Carex tuckermanii Tuckerman’s sedge 

Caulophyllum thalictroides Blue cohosh 

Chelone glabra White turtlehead 

Chrysosplenium americanum American golden saxifrage 

Cicuta bulbifera Bulblet-bearing water hemlock 

Circaea alpina Small enchanter’s nightshade 

Clematis occidentalis var. occidentalis Western blue virginsbower 

Clintonia borealis Bluebead 

http://plants.usda.gov/java/


Scientific Name Common Name 

Coptis trifolia Threeleaf goldthread 

Cornus alternifolia Alternateleaf dogwood 

Cornus canadensis Bunchberry dogwood 

Cornus sericea ssp. sericea Redosier dogwood 

Corylus cornuta Beaked hazelnut 

Cypripedium acaule Moccasin flower 

Decodon verticillatus Swamp loosestrife 

Deparia acrostichoides Silver false spleenwort 

Dicentra cucullaria Dutchman’s breeches 

Diervilla lonicera Northern bush honeysuckle 

Dirca palustris Eastern leatherwood 

Dryopteris intermedia Intermediate woodfern 

Elymus hystrix   Eastern bottlebrush grass 

Epilobium coloratum Purpleleaf willowherb 

Epipactis helleborine Broadleaf helleborine 

Equisetum hyemale Scouringrush horsetail 

Equisetum scirpoides Dwarf scouringrush 

Equisetum sylvaticum Woodland horsetail 

Erythronium americanum Dogtooth violet 

Eurybia macrophylla Bigleaf aster 

Fraxinus nigra Black ash 

Galeopsis tetrahit Brittlestem hempnettle 

Galium asprellum Rough bedstraw 

Galium triflorum Fragrant bedstraw 

Gaultheria procumbens Eastern teaberry 

Geum macrophyllum Largeleaf avens 

Goodyera repens Lesser rattlesnake plantain 

Goodyera tesselata  Checkered rattlesnake plantain 

Gymnocarpium dryopteris Western oakfern 

Huperzia lucidula Shining clubmoss 

Impatiens capensis Jewelweed 

Iris versicolor Harlequin blueflag 

Laportea canadensis Canadian woodnettle 

Lathyrus ochroleucus Cream pea 

Lemna sp. Duckweed 

Lonicera canadensis American fly honeysuckle 

Lonicera hirsuta Hairy honeysuckle 

Luzula acuminata Hairy woodrush 

Lycopodium annotinum Stiff clubmoss 

Lycopodium clavatum Running clubmoss 

Lycopodium obscurum Obscure (rare) clubmoss 

Lycopus americanus American water horehound 

Lysimachia quadrifolia Whorled yellow loosestrife 

Maianthemum canadense Canada mayflower 

Matteuccia struthiopteris Ostrich fern 



Scientific Name Common Name 

Milium effusum American milletgrass 

Mimulus ringens Allegheny monkeyflower 

Mitchella repens Partridgeberry 

Mitella nuda Naked miterwort 

Onoclea sensibilis  Sensitive fern 

Oryzopsis asperifolia  Roughleaf ricegrass 

Osmorhiza sp. Sweetroot 

Osmunda cinnamomea Cinnamon fern 

Osmunda claytoniana Interrupted Fern 

Osmunda regalis Royal fern 

Oxalis montana Mountain woodsorrel 

Parthenocissus vitacea Woodbine 

Petasites frigidus var. palmatus Arrowleaf Sweet coltsfoot 

Phegopteris connectilis Long beechfern 

Picea glauca White spruce 

Pinus resinosa  Red pine 

Pinus strobus Eastern white pine 

Platanthera orbiculata  Lesser roundleaved orchid 

Polygala paucifolia  Gaywings 

Polygonatum pubescens  Hairy solomon’s seal 

Polygonum cilinode  Fringed black bindweed 

Populus tremuloides  Quaking aspen 

Potamogeton sp.  Pondweed 

Potentilla norvegica  Norwegian cinquefoil 

Prunella vulgaris  Common selfheal 

Prunus virginiana  Chokecherry 

Pteridium aquilinum  Western brackenfern 

Pyrola elliptica  Waxflower shinleaf 

Quercus rubra  Northern red oak 

Ribes glandulosum  Skunk currant 

Ribes triste  Red currant 

Rubus parviflorus  Thimbleberry 

Rubus pubescens  Dwarf red blackberry 

Sambucus racemosa var. racemosa  Red elderberry 

Sanguinaria canadensis  Bloodroot 

Scirpus microcarpus  Panicled bulrush 

Scutellaria galericulata  Marsh skullcap 

Solanum dulcamara  Climbing nightshade 

Sorbus sp. Mountain ash 

Streptopus lanceolatus var.  roseus  Twistedstalk 

Symphyotrichum lateriflorum Calico aster 

Thelypteris palustris var. pubescens  Eastern marsh fern 

Thuja occidentalis  Arborvitae 

Tilia americana  American basswood 

Toxicodendron radicans  Eastern poison ivy 



Scientific Name Common Name 

Trientalis borealis  Starflower 

Trillium cernum  Whip-poor-will flower 

Tsuga canadensis Eastern hemlock 

Ulmus americana   American elm 

Uvularia grandiflora  Largeflower bellwort 

Viola labradorica Alpine violet 

Viola pubescens  Downy yellow violet 

Viola renifolia  White violet 

Viola sororia  Common blue violet 

Waldsteinia fragarioides  Appalachian barren strawberry 
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