
OTTAWA NATIONAL 
FOREST:  CHECKLIST 
OF THE VASCULAR 
FLORA OF THE 

McCORMICK WILDERNESS                 
 
FERNS AND FERN ALLIES 
___Adiantum pedatum  Northern Maidenhair 
___Athyrium filix-femina  Subarctic Lady Fern  
___Botrychium matricariifolium  Daisy-Lf. Moonwort  
___Botrychium mormo  Goblin Fern; RS, T 
___Botrychium simplex  Least Moonwort  
___Botrychium virginianum  Rattlesnake Fern  
___Cystopteris fragilis  Brittle Bladder Fern  
___Deparia acrostichoides  Silvery-Spleenwort  
___Dryopteris carthusiana  Spinulose Wood Fern  
___Dryopteris cristata  Crested Wood Fern  
___Dryopteris expansa  Spreading Wood Fern; RS 
___Dryopteris filix-mas  Male Fern; SC 
___Dryopteris fragrans  Fragrant Wood Fern; SC  
___Dryopteris intermedia  Evergreen Wood Fern  
___Equisetum arvense  Field Horsetail  
___Equisetum fluviatile  Water Horsetail  
___Equisetum hyemale  Tall Scouring-Rush  
___Equisetum pratense  Meadow Horsetail  
___Equisetum scirpoides  Dwarf Scouring-Rush  
___Equisetum sylvaticum  Woodland Horsetail  
___Gymnocarpium dryopteris  Northern Oak Fern  
___Huperzia lucidula  Shining Club-Moss  
___Lycopodiella inundata Northern Bog Club-Moss  
___Lycopodium annotinum  Stiff Ground-Pine  
___Lycopodium clavatum  Running Ground-Pine 
___Lycopodium complanatum  Trailing Grd.-Pine  
___Lycopodium dendroideum  Tree Ground-Pine  
___Lycopodium obscurum  Princess-Pine  
___Matteuccia struthiopteris  Ostrich Fern  
___Onoclea sensibilis  Sensitive Fern  
___Osmunda cinnamomea  Cinnamon Fern  
___Osmunda claytoniana  Interrupted Fern  
___Osmunda regalis  Royal Fern  
___Phegopteris connectilis  Narrow Beech Fern 
___Polypodium virginianum  Rock Polypody  
___Polystichum braunii  Braun’s Holly Fern  
___Polystichum lonchitis  Northern Holly Fern  
___Pteridium aquilinum  Northern Bracken Fern  
___Selaginella rupestris   Spike-Moss  
___Thelypteris palustris  Eastern Marsh Fern  
___Woodsia ilvensis  Rusty Cliff Fern  
 
GYMNOSPERMS 
___Abies balsamea  Balsam-Fir  
___Juniperus communis  Common Juniper  
___Larix laricina  Tamarack  
___Picea glauca  White Spruce  
___Picea mariana  Black Spruce  
___Pinus banksiana  Jack Pine  
___Pinus resinosa  Red Pine  
___Pinus strobus   Eastern White Pine  
___Taxus canadensis  American Yew  

___Thuja occidentalis  Northern Whitecedar  
___Tsuga canadensis  Eastern Hemlock  
 
ANGIOSPERMS - DICOTS 
___Acer rubrum  Red Maple  
___Acer saccharum Sugar Maple  
___Acer spicatum  Mountain Maple  
___Achillea millefolium  Common Yarrow  
___Actaea pachypoda  White Baneberry  
___Actaea rubra  Red Baneberry  
___Adenocaulon bicolor  American Trailplant  
___Agrimonia gryposepala  Tall Hairy Grooveburr  
___Alnus incana  Speckled Alder  
___Amelanchier bartramiana  Service-Berry 
___Amelanchier interior  Inland Service-Berry  
___Amelanchier laevis  Allegheny Service-Berry  
___Amelanchier sanguinea  Roundlf. Service-Berry  
___Anaphalis margaritacea  Pearly-Everlasting 
___Andromeda polifolia  Bog-Rosemary  
___Anemone canadensis  Canada Anemone 
___Anemone quinquefolia  Wood Anemone 
___Antennaria howellii  Small Pussytoes  
___Antennaria parlinii  Parlin’s Pussytoes  
___Apocynum androsaemifolium  Dogbane  
___Aquilegia canadensis  Red Columbine  
___Arabis divaricarpa  Purple Rockcress 
___Aralia nudicaulis  Wild Sarsaparilla  
___Aralia racemosa  American Spikenard  
___Arctium minus  Lesser Burdock  
___Arctostaphylos uva-ursi  Red Bearberry 
___Arenaria (Moehringia) macrophylla  Large-Leaf      
     Sandwort; RS, T 
___Aronia prunifolia  Purple Chokeberry  
___Aster ciliolatus  Lindley’s American-Aster  
___Aster lanceolatus  Lance-Leaf Aster 
___Aster lateriflorus  Side-Flowering Aster 
___Aster macrophyllus  Largeleaf Aster 
___Aster puniceus  Bristly Aster 
___Aster umbellatus  Flat-Top Aster 
___Barbarea vulgaris  Garden Yellow-Rocket  
___Betula alleghaniensis  Yellow Birch  
___Betula papyrifera  Paper Birch  
___Betula pumila  Bog Birch  
___Bidens cernua  Nodding Burr-Marigold  
___Brasenia schreberi  Watershield  
___Callitriche palustris  Vernal Water-Starwort 
___Caltha palustris  Yellow Marsh-Marigold  
___Campanula aparinoides  Marsh Bellflower  
___Campanula rotundifolia  Bluebell-of-Scotland  
___Cardamine pensylvanica  Quaker Bittercress  
___Centaurea maculosa  Spotted Knapweed 
___Chamaedaphne calyculata  Leatherleaf  
___Chelone glabra White Turtlehead  
___Chimaphila umbellata  Pipsissewa  
___Chrysanthemum leucanthemum  Ox-Eye Daisy 
___Chrysosplenium americanum  Golden-Saxifrage  
___Cicuta bulbifera  Bulb-Bearing Water-Hemlock 
___Circaea alpina  Small Enchanter’s-Nightshade  
___Cirsium arvense  Canadian Thistle  
___Cirsium palustre  Marsh Thistle 

___Claytonia caroliniana  Carolina Springbeauty  
___Clematis virginiana  Virgin’s Bower 
___Comandra umbellata Bastard-Toadflax  
___Coptis trifolia  Goldthread  
___Cornus canadensis  Bunchberry  
___Cornus rugosa  Round-Leaf Dogwood  
___Cornus sericea  Redosier 
___Corydalis sempervirens  Rock-Harlequin  
___Corylus cornuta  Beaked Hazelnut  
___Diervilla lonicera  Northern Bush-Honeysuckle  
___Drosera intermedia  Spoon-Leaf Sundew  
___Drosera rotundifolia  Round-Leaf Sundew  
___Epigaea repens  Trailing-Arbutus  
___Epilobium angustifolium  Fireweed 
___Epilobium ciliatum  Fringed Willowherb  
___Erigeron philadelphicus  Philadelphia Fleabane  
___Eupatorium maculatum  Spotted Joe-Pye-Weed  
___Eupatorium perfoliatum  Common Boneset  
___Euthamia graminifolia  Flat-Top Goldenrod 
___Fragaria vesca  Woodland Strawberry  
___Fragaria virginiana  Virginia Strawberry  
___Fraxinus nigra  Black Ash  
___Galeopsis tetrahit  Hemp-Nettle  
___Galium asprellum  Rough Bedstraw  
___Galium trifidum  Three-Petal Bedstraw  
___Galium triflorum  Fragrant Bedstraw  
___Gaultheria hispidula  Creeping-Snowberry  
___Gaultheria procumbens  Eastern Teaberry  
___Gentiana linearis  Narrow-Leaf Gentian; T  
___Geum aleppicum  Yellow Avens  
___Hepatica americana  Hepatica 
___Heracleum maximum  Cow-Parsnip  
___Hieracium aurantiacum  Devil’s-Paintbrush  
___Hieracium kalmii  Kalm’s Hawkweed  
___Hieracium piloselloides  Tall Hawkweed  
___Hypericum ellipticum  Pale St. John’s-Wort  
___Hypericum perforatum  St. John’s-Wort  
___Ilex verticillata  Winterberry  
___Impatiens capensis  Spotted Touch-Me-Not  
___Kalmia polifolia  Bog-Laurel  
___Ledum groenlandicum  Labrador-Tea  
___Linnaea borealis  Twinflower  
___Lonicera canadensis  Amer. Fly-Honeysuckle  
___Lonicera oblongifolia  Swamp Fly-Honeysuckle  
___Lotus corniculatus  Bird’s-Foot-Trefoil  
___Lycopus americanus  Cut-Lf. Water-Horehound  
___Lycopus uniflorus Northern Water-Horehound  
___Lysimachia terrestris  Swampcandles  
___Melampyrum lineare  Cow-Wheat  
___Mentha arvensis  Wild Mint  
___Menyanthes trifoliata  Buck-Bean  
___Mimulus ringens Allegheny Monkey-Flower  
___Mitchella repens  Partridge-Berry  
___Mitella nuda  Bare-Stem Bishop’s-Cap  
___Moneses uniflora  Single-Delight  
___Monotropa uniflora  One-Flower Indian-Pipe  
___Myosotis arvensis  Rough Forget-Me-Not  
___Myrica gale  Sweetgale  
___Nemopanthus mucronatus  Mountain Holly 
___Nuphar lutea ssp. variegata  Yellow Pond-Lily 

___Nymphaea odorata  White Water-Lily  
___Osmorhiza claytonii  Hairy Sweet-Cicely  
___Ostrya virginiana  Eastern Hop-Hornbeam  
___Oxalis montana  Wood Sorrel  
___Oxalis stricta  Upright Yellow Wood-Sorrel 
___Panax trifolius  Dwarf Ginseng 
___Petasites frigidus   Arctic Sweet-Colt’s-Foot  
___Plantago major  Great Plantain  
___Polygala paucifolia  Gaywings  
___Polygonum amphibium  Water Smartweed  
___Polygonum cilinode  Fringed Black-Bindweed 
___Polygonum douglasii  Douglas’ Knotweed   
___Polygonum sagittatum  Arrow-Leaf Tearthumb  
___Populus balsamifera  Balsam Poplar  
___Populus grandidentata  Big-Tooth Aspen  
___Populus tremuloides  Quaking Aspen  
___Potentilla norvegica  Norwegian Cinquefoil 
___Potentilla palustris  Marsh Cinquefoil 
___Prenanthes alba  White Rattlesnake-Root  
___Prunella vulgaris  Common Selfheal  
___Prunus pensylvanica  Pin Cherry  
___Prunus serotina  Black Cherry  
___Prunus virginiana  Choke Cherry  
___Pyrola elliptica  Shinleaf  
___Quercus rubra  Northern Red Oak  
___Ranunculus abortivus  Kidney-Leaf Buttercup  
___Ranunculus acris  Tall Buttercup  
___Ranunculus hispidus  Bristly Buttercup  
___Ranunculus longirostris  White Water-Crowfoot 
___Ranunculus recurvatus  Hooked Crowfoot  
___Ribes cynosbati  Eastern Prickly Gooseberry  
___Ribes glandulosum  Skunk Currant  
___Ribes lacustre  Bristly Black Gooseberry  
___Ribes triste  Swamp Red Currant  
___Rosa acicularis  Prickly Rose  
___Rosa palustris  Swamp Rose  
___Rubus allegheniensis  Allegheny Blackberry  
___Rubus idaeus  Common Red Raspberry  
___Rubus parviflorus  Western Thimbleberry  
___Rubus pubescens  Dwarf Red Raspberry  
___Rudbeckia hirta  Black-Eyed-Susan  
___Rudbeckia laciniata  Cut-Leaf Coneflower  
___Rumex acetosella  Common Sheep Sorrel  
___Rumex orbiculatus  Greater Water Dock 
___Salix bebbiana  Bebb’s Willow  
___Salix discolor  Pussy Willow  
___Salix humilis  Prairie Willow  
___Salix lucida  Shining Willow  
___Salix pedicellaris  Bog Willow  
___Salix petiolaris  Meadow Willow  
___Salix serissima Autumn Willow  
___Sambucus racemosa  Red Elder  
___Sanguinaria canadensis  Bloodroot  
___Sanicula marilandica  Black-Snakeroot  
___Sarracenia purpurea Purple Pitcherplant  
___Satureja vulgaris  Wild Basil 
___Saxifraga pensylvanica  Swamp Saxifrage  
___Scutellaria galericulata  Hooded Skullcap  
___Scutellaria lateriflora  Mad Dog Skullcap  
___Senecio aureus  Golden Ragwort 

 



___Sium suave  Hemlock Water-Parsnip 
___Solidago canadensis  Canadian Goldenrod  
___Solidago flexicaulis  Zigzag Goldenrod  
___Solidago gigantean  Late Goldenrod  
___Solidago hispida  Hairy Goldenrod  
___Solidago uliginosa  Bog Goldenrod  
___Sorbus americana  American Mountain-Ash  
___Sorbus decora  Northern Mountain-Ash  
___Spiraea alba  White Meadowsweet  
___Symphoricarpos albus  Common Snowberry  
___Tanacetum vulgare  Common Tansy  
___Taraxacum officinale  Common Dandelion  
___Thalictrum dasycarpum  Purple Meadow-Rue  
___Triadenum fraseri  Marsh-St. John’s-Wort  
___Trientalis borealis  Starflower  
___Trifolium pratense  Red Clover  
___Trifolium repens  White Clover 
___Ulmus americana  American Elm  
___Utricularia cornuta  Horned Bladderwort  
___Utricularia intermedia  Flat-Leaf Bladderwort  
___Utricularia macrorhiza  Greater Bladderwort  
___Vaccinium angustifolium  Lowbush Blueberry  
___Vaccinium caespitosum  Dwarf Huckleberry; RS 
___Vaccinium macrocarpon  Large Cranberry  
___Vaccinium membranaceum  Tall Bilberry  
___Vaccinium myrtilloides  Velvet-Leaf Blueberry  
___Vaccinium ovalifolium  Oval-Leaf Blueberry  
___Vaccinium oxycoccos  Small Cranberry  
___Verbascum thapsus  Great Mullein  
___Verbena hastata  Blue Vervain  
___Veronica officinalis  Common Veronica  
___Veronica serpyllifolia  Thyme-Leaf Speedwell  
___Viburnum opulus   Highbush-Cranberry  
___Vicia americana  American Purple Vetch  
___Viola adunca  Hook-Spur Violet  
___Viola blanda  Sweet White Violet  
___Viola cucullata  Marsh Blue Violet  
___Viola labradorica  Alpine Violet  
___Viola macloskeyi  Smooth White Violet  
___Viola pubescens  Downy Yellow Violet  
___Viola renifolia  Kidney-Leaf White Violet  
___Viola sororia  Hooded Blue Violet  
___Waldsteinia fragarioides  Barren-Strawberry 
 
ANGIOSPERMS - MONOCOTS 
___Agrostis scabra  Rough Bent  
___Agrostis stolonifera  Spreading Bent  
___Allium tricoccum  Wild Leek  
___Arisaema triphyllum  Jack-in-the-Pulpit  
___Brachyelytrum erectum  Bearded Shorthusk  
___Bromus ciliatus  Fringed Brome  
___Bromus inermis  Smooth Brome 
___Calamagrostis canadensis  Bluejoint  
___Calla palustris  Water Arum 
___Calopogon tuberosus  Tuberous Grass-Pink  
___Carex aquatilis  Water Sedge  
___Carex arctata  Drooping Woodland Sedge  
___Carex bebbii  Bebb’s Sedge  
___Carex brunnescens  Brownish Sedge  
___Carex canescens  Hoary Sedge  

___Carex communis  Fibrous-Root Sedge  
___Carex comosa  Bearded Sedge  
___Carex crinita  Fringed Sedge  
___Carex deweyana  Dewey’s Sedge  
___Carex disperma  Soft-Leaf Sedge  
___Carex gracillima  Graceful Sedge  
___Carex gynandra  Nodding Sedge  
___Carex hystericina  Porcupine Sedge  
___Carex interior  Inland Sedge  
___Carex intumescens  Greater Bladder Sedge  
___Carex lacustris  Lakebank Sedge  
___Carex lasiocarpa  Woolly-Fruit Sedge  
___Carex leptalea  Bristly-Stalk Sedge  
___Carex leptonervia  Nerveless Woodland Sedge  
___Carex limosa  Mud Sedge  
___Carex livida  Livid Sedge  
___Carex magellanica  Boreal-Bog Sedge  
___Carex michauxiana  Michaux’s Sedge  
___Carex oligosperma  Few-Seed Sedge  
___Carex pauciflora  Few-Flower Sedge  
___Carex pedunculata  Long-Stalk Sedge 
___Carex pensylvanica  Pennsylvania Sedge  
___Carex projecta  Necklace Sedge  
___Carex retrorsa  Retrorse Sedge  
___Carex scabrata  Eastern Rough Sedge  
___Carex scoparia  Pointed Broom Sedge  
___Carex stipata  Stalk-Grain Sedge  
___Carex stricta  Tussock Sedge  
___Carex trisperma  Three-Seed Sedge  
___Carex tuckermanii  Tuckerman’s Sedge  
___Carex utriculata  Northwest Territory Sedge  
___Carex viridula  Little Green Sedge  
___Carex vulpinoidea  Common Fox Sedge  
___Clintonia borealis  Yellow Bluebead-Lily  
___Corallorhiza maculata  Summer Coralroot  
___Corallorhiza striata  Hooded Coralroot  
___Corallorhiza trifida  Yellow Coralroot  
___Cypripedium acaule  Pink Lady’s-Slipper  
___Dactylis glomerata  Orchard Grass  
___Danthonia spicata  Poverty Wild Oat Grass  
___Deschampsia flexuosa  Wavy Hair Grass  
___Dulichium arundinaceum  Three-Way Sedge  
___Eleocharis acicularis  Needle Spike-Rush  
___Eleocharis palustris  Common Spike-Rush  
___Elymus hystrix  Bottle-Brush Grass  
___Elymus virginicus  Virginia Wild Rye  
___Epipactis helleborine  Helleborine  
___Eriocaulon aquaticum  Seven-Angle Pipewort  
___Eriophorum vaginatum  Tussock Cotton-Grass  
___Eriophorum virginicum  Tawny Cotton-Grass  
___Eriophorum viridicarinatum  Tassel Cot.-Grass  
___Erythronium americanum  American Trout-Lily  
___Glyceria canadensis  Rattlesnake Manna Grass  
___Glyceria striata  Fowl Manna Grass  
___Goodyera oblongifolia  Green-Leaf Rattlesnake- 
      Plantain  
___Goodyera repens  Dwarf Rattlesnake-Plantain  
___Goodyera tesselata   Checkered Rattlesnake- 
      Plantain  
___Iris versicolor  Harlequin Blueflag  

___Juncus brevicaudatus  Narrow-Panicle Rush  
___Juncus effuses  Lamp Rush  
___Juncus tenuis  Poverty Rush  
___Lemna minor  Common Duckweed  
___Listera cordata  Heart-Leaf Twayblade  
___Luzula acuminata  Hairy Wood-Rush  
___Maianthemum canadense  Canada Mayflower 
___Milium effusum  American Millet Grass  
___Oryzopsis asperifolia  Mountain-Rice Grass  
___Panicum implicatum  Tapered Rosette Grass 
___Phalaris arundinacea  Reed Canary Grass  
___Phleum pratense  Common Timothy  
___Platanthera hyperborean  No. Green Orchid  
___Platanthera obtusata  Blunt-Leaf Orchid  
___Platanthera orbiculata  Round-Leaf Orchid  
___Poa alsodes  Grove Blue Grass  
___Poa palustris  Fowl Blue Grass  
___Poa pratensis  Kentucky Blue Grass 
___Pogonia ophioglossoides  Snake-Mouth Orchid  
___Polygonatum pubescens  Hairy Solomon’s-Seal  
___Potamogeton gramineus  Grassy Pondweed  
___Potamogeton pectinatus  Sago Pondweed  
___Rhynchospora alba  White Beak Sedge  
___Sagittaria latifolia  Duck-Potato  
___Scheuchzeria palustris  Scheuchzeria 
___Schizachne purpurascens False Melic Grass  
___Scirpus atrovirens  Dark-Green Bulrush  
___Scirpus cyperinus  Woolgrass 
___Sisyrinchium montanum  Strict Blue-Eyed-Grass  
___Smilacina racemosa  False Solomon’s Seal 
___Smilacina trifolia  False Mayflower 
___Sparganium americanum  American Burr-Reed  
___Sparganium minimum Arctic Burr-Reed  
___Streptopus amplexifolius  Clasping Twistedstalk  
___Streptopus roseus  Lance-Leaf Twistedstalk  
___Trillium cernuum  Whip-Poor-Will-Flower  
___Trillium grandiflorum  Large-Flower Wakerobin  
___Typha latifolia  Broad-Leaf Cat-Tail  
___Uvularia grandiflora  Large-Flower Bellwort  
___Uvularia sessilifolia  Sessile-Leaf Bellwort  
 
T:   State of Michigan threatened plant 
SC:  State of Michigan special concern plant 
RS:  Regional Forester’s Sensitive Plant 

 
The McCormick Wilderness encompasses 
17,164 acres in Baraga and Marquette 
Counties of Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. A 
natural heritage grant was awarded by the 
Michigan Dept. of Natural Resources to the 
Ottawa National Forest to conduct rare plant 
surveys in the McCormick Wilderness during 
the summer of 2000. This checklist was 
prepared from these surveys.  This project 
was made possible by citizens who 
contributed to the Nongame Wildlife Fund on 
the Michigan income tax form or by a direct 

donation to the Fund.  Special thanks to Steve 
W. Chadde, Contract Botanist.   
 
The McCormick Wilderness is 12 miles north 
of Champion and 50 miles west of Marquette.  
The tract was used as a vacation retreat by 
three generations of McCormicks.  The land 
was subsequently donated to the USDA 
Forest Service and became part of the 
National Wilderness Preservation System in 
1987.  Access to the southwest corner of the 
tract is by County Road 607.  Access to the 
interior of the tract is limited.  A 3-mile foot 
trail connects CR 607 with White Deer Lake.  
No motorized vehicles are permitted within 
the Wilderness.   
 
Many plants are protected by Federal or 
Michigan laws (e.g., Endangered Species Act, 
Michigan Christmas Trees, Boughs, Plants, 
and other Trees Act) on both public and 
private lands.  Please take only photographs 
when viewing plants on the Ottawa National 
Forest.     
  
The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) prohibits discrimination in its 
programs on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, sex, religion, age, 
disability, political beliefs, sexual 
orientation, and marital or family status.  
(Not all prohibited bases apply to all 
programs.)  Persons with disabilities who 
require alternative means for 
communication of program information 
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) 
should contact USDA’s TARGET Center 
at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). 
 
To File a complaint of discrimination, 
write USDA, Director, Office of Civil 
Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 
1400 Independence Avenue SW, 
Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call 202-
720-5964 (voice or TDD).  USDA is an 
equal employment opportunity provider 
and employer. 
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