
This area, capris ing about 1,176 acres of Natural &weat Isnd, is lccated in 
S.cfions 1 6r 2, T. 1h2 W., R. 31 W.1 Section 36, T. 1U N., R. 31 W., and Sections 

2, T. l&l Mes B. 30 U., 5th. P. M. (See Hap). !!!he area l nc lu les  a11 of the 
e North portion of Pine Point. It is bound& an the b a t ,  North and Eat by 

, arid on the ern*, by 88ction l im between Section 1 EL 2, and Sections 
ll & 12. T. I&! N., R. 31 We The following table shows the acreage by oulerrhipr. 

t t t t Areas t Acre8 s Acres t 
r 142 r 31 t I 1 fs09.63 r l l ' f .82  r 74.75t 

It i. f e l t  that by extending the boundary further South we would be l a r w 4  
cbioating the purpose of the area, a. there are already several sumner ham8 bui l t  
um privately owned lud in See. ll and it would be vary di f f i cu l t ,  if not inpcssible, 
to mlntain the additional area in it8 natural condition. We could not ahut off 
maesr to the privately armed lands. 

Ih. aclnge and age a b r a  distribution of the various types on National Forest land I 

are giwn b l o w .  

r Jack P i n s  
t bpen t 94.85 r 3 6 - 4 0 y r s .  (poles) 
3 Heuliaw t 502.6fi r t 
I Tatal t 1176.00 r t 

g is an estimate at' the merage stand per acre by t 

White Pine 
Jack Pine 
Jack P i n e  
Aspen 

3,550 w. ft .  
105 b d e  ft* 
185 bd. ft. 
125 bd. ft. (0.25 cds*) 
310 bd. f t .  (0.62 cds.) 

4,275 bd. f t e  



Jock Pine 

Total 

Aspen 
Red aclk 
W h i t 8  Birch 

2,300 bd. f t .  (4.6 cds.) 
800 bd. f t .  (1.6 ccis.) 
300 bd. f t .  (0.6 cds.) 

Tbe Inribn allatrnents and private1 y owned land within the area, comprisiw 707 
- aerrse, is largely madow arad scrub hardwood type, 

3. Physical and Climatic Conditions. 

Ths topography is level to rol l ing.  !I% afevation is from 1,282 t o  1,300 feet. 
The average annual precipitation i s  30 inches. Temperatures range frcan bOO b l o w  
MIY) t o  90' above zero. The Norway and Jack pine types occupy typical ,  dry, sandy 
5011. the aspen type is sandy 1 . The madow land i s  covered with a layer of 
bog a decayed vegetation thpt has not cosrpletely decanposed. 

The normy and jack pine types, representing 578.50 acres, are cwered with a 
virgin, natural atand of norway, jack and white pine, a l l  in excellent a n d i t i o n .  
The 8tand varies frm open t o  dense. In general, the reproduction, consfating m o a t 4  
d norway pine with jack pine on the lister soil and white pine m the heavier soil, 
is good over t h e  whole area. aspen type, comprising about 95 acres, i s  a dense 
staxxi o f  pols-sire trees with ercattered hardwoods of very low quality mixed in. 
Quite a little pine reproduction is cornjag in urder the aspen. The 503 acres of 
laeadow h n d  ia subject f lwage when Leech Lake is at a high  stage, 

The merchantable timber is represented by norway, white and jack pine, aspen, 
white birch, and red oak. The pine is a virgin stand o f  high quality and, under 
normal cond%tions, could be dispcsed of a t  a very good stumpage price. The aspen 
is of pole s i r e  suitable for  pulp, boxboard or fuelwood. The white b i r c h  and red 
oak is 8 crubby an8 only good f o r  f wlwood. 

This area, excepting for the meadow land, has not  been burned over, so f a r  as is  
known, during the pst  35 years. The virgin pine have t h e  characteristic catface 
f ire  8cWS3 but evidence indicates that  the present sapen type, about 35 years old, 
i s  the direct result  of the l a s t  fire on this area. The f i r e  hazard on this partic- 
ular ants is co~lparatively high due t o  tb large meadow ta the nar th  and east of 
the t hbered  types. 



5. A g r i m l t u r d  Vilue, P r e a m t  and Future 
% 

2he e n t i s a  area of Natioml Fmrrst lad h u  beer, elassFTied &a non-agricuf 
1md. The must p sing lands on Pine Point a.w a l l o t t e d  to Indian8 or 
owned. The m a t  d clearing i q  more than t h e  1 is wa~th.  ma lmdr .  n~.eabat  
value is f o r  t f nbe r  productim and recreaticn. 

6 .  Grasing Value, Pnsant and Future 

?he o n l y  grazing is a few ponies ownsd by BdJans. 'Ihe ponies are turned loow 
in the spring and p m i t t e d  to reas until l aU.  The autcmobils has l a rge ly  m p l ~ d  
the homes. The meadaw hdrs might 'Da w d  f i r  g r a t a  p -lJ* l@m.a hr~r 3.a a l a ~  
afforded f o r  stack. The use o f  the meadow folb hay production o r  grasing is n& 
objectionable. 

7. MWeral Value 

None known. 

8. Value of Area f cnr Public Uae 

There has been no recreational development ol  any kind on n a t i  1 forest ltmdir . 
i d u d e d  within t h i s  area, Ihre to the  fact bhat most of t he  ahore is law, 
h d ,  i t  is not  very desi rable  f o r  reoraat iola l  use. The Indians Mrnat-8 orrp 
ilq the  shore w h i l e  fishing, usually in t k e  la te  f a l l  when the w h i t e  f i s h  
spawning. The Mians a r e  usuil ly  wry careful  w i t h  t h e i r  carp fire8 urd thela 
appears t o  be no good reascn f o r  discont indng these privilegeis. Thela i8 a pr ivab .  
resort on the point i n  See. 32. Ihe we of pr ivate  land for recreational. pWp@-8 
would nut be in terfered d t h ,  mr  would the private ly  awned land be decreased in 
value as a mmlt of t h i s  t r a c t  b i n g  dsclarsd a Natural  Area. 

The marea t  sett lement is higum,  knorn a3 t h e  Indian Agency, lrhich is rbout 
rnik!9s south of t h e  Area. The l i t t l e  Indirn v u q s  i s  made up of two h08pi td8,  
one school, a stare  and about 75 W i a n  fronilies, The loca l  people do not de 
on this area  M a means of support. The f n d i ~ n s  t r ap  and hunt on the area and gat 
some dry wood f o r  fuel. Them is no appa rent reason why these privfleges c~nnot 

. 

be continued. 

10. Transportat im F a c i l i t i e s  

The area is accessible by watenray and b;i road. It is appra-tely f i v e  
by water irnd 15 miles by road f ran Walker, t;he c loses t  c i t y  railroad point 
Walker is about 30 miles south of Cass Lake by rcad. T b r e  is a good road frm . An old road takes off of the Onigm road and runs north t h r o w  

See. 1. The road is in very poor c h d i t i o n  ard is not f i t  f o r  auto 
There is prac t ica l ly  no need f o r  this road, and it is used by Bdiolu~, 

principally i n  winter, f o r  ge t t ing  out fue l  woud. Anather road runs along th 
east s ide  close t o  t h e  shore of Leech Lake, This road I s  maintained to 
by p r iva te  parties cwniny, land on the extreme Northeast point. w i n g  high mter, 
t h e  road is prac t ica l ly  ixnpassahle. The maint~nance of this r a ~ d  cn the east fi 
auto t rave l  would not be object ionable from the standpoint  a f  the N&.tur+l 3 



.U.. Aiblic Sen 

Very l i t t l e  publicity has been given t o  the  proposed m t u r a l  area. There is 
no apparent reason uhy anyone should object t o  its establishment. The mat te r  of 
set t ing the area aside as a wilderness area was taken up with some of the Indian 
people l iv ing  in and around the area,  bu t  they  did no t  seem t o  be concerned one way o r  
m d h e r  over We matter. It 3s believed tf a t  the people of Wa3br and t h e  public 
in general would be very much in favor of t h e  establishment of t h i s  tract as a 
Natuml Area. 

hvrrrlsrve the area in  as wild a state  a8 porrsible. W e  nu aalea, and issue no 
pmits of ar?y amapt possibly hay p3mits. No improvanent of any kind t o  be 
aonatructed or mintained by the  Gcwement, No objection to the private roard on 
the east side beink maintained as a?. auto read and no objection to the Indians main- 
taining t h e  road through Section 1 as a wbgon road t o  give them access t o  the  fishing 
grounds on t h e  west share, Dead and d m  t-er K i l l  be l e f t .  The Indians them- 
selves form a par t  of the n s t u r a l  conditions and a s  they have made a practice of 
picking up firewood over t h e  area f o r  t h e i r  persenal use in the past, there 
ahauld be no objection to their continuing t h i s  practice in the future.  As a 
matter of protec t ion  t h e  meadow8 & o d d  t e  burned each year. 

This region was once noted f o r  ib pine forests - principally norway pine. The 
Chippeua Naticnal Forest was created by special. Act of Congress June 27, 1902, a d  
later mended by the  Act of Msy 23, 19M. Ihe  l b t s r  anenbent  provided for  the 
purchase from the Indians of the virgin timber on ten Sections of lend within the 
Forest  boundary. On a l l  the rest of thtr Forest, t h e  rmrchantable pine waa #old  by 
th. Indians, the Government purchasing mly  the land, unmerchantable timber a d  5 
to 10 percent of t h e  original stand of nercheartable norway and white pins which was 
purcharred and l e f t  f o r  seed t ree@,  This area on Pine  Poin t  is  partiof the original 
ten Sections a i c h  was l e f t  in ita nat-lral s t a t e ,  Only tfie dead and doun tiatbur 
haa ever been lcgged f r o m  the original t e n  Sections. This area has only been 
logged once f o r  dead and doun timber, whereas the rest uf the original t e n  Seotiom 
hare been cu t  over several times. Tk.s area  war^ chosen in preference to other areas 
because it mare marly meets the quPlLfications necessary f o r  a n a t u r a l  or wilderne88 
area than any other in  the Forest, It  contains a typical, vltrgin stand of pine 
aich has been the lea86 molested of any o E t h e  Forest, aiId is of suff ic ient  Bise 
f o r  the purporse. The rtspen is alwap closely associated with the  pine in t h i s  region. 
The topography I s  typical of the region -- a mixture of level and r o l l i n g  ground. The 
area is free f mrn special. uses, and ilmost surrounded by water, offering a very 
a t t r ac t ive  t r ip  by boat as well es rccessible by land. Close by is  a typical  Indian 

) md, a l s o  close by is one of the oldest trading posts on t h e  Forest, 
whibh is still inhabitld by Indians,   he old trading post is located on t h e  west 
&horn aP Apnqr'Bpy due e l s t  of Onjgum.) On t t h e  north shore of Leech Lake, at 
Sugar Point, which can be plainly teen fram t h i s  area on a clear  day, the last 
h t t l e  between the Indians and w h h  nun took place in 1898. Aleough t h e  area is 
ra ther  smoll, it i a  almost ideally suited far a Natural Area. 



ended that this tract be designated as  a Natural Area in accordance 
wiLh Reg* E.20. 

Approved t 

Jan. 26. 1932. 

/a/ Raphael Zon Feb. 10, 19&#2. 
RAPHUL ZCN, Director 

Lab Statcsa Forest Experiment Station 

AN CRDER ESTABLBHING THE PLNE POINT PJATURAL AREA OUT OF CEIiTAIN 
LANDS WITHIN THE CHSPPEWA N A T I a A L  F T, MmmaA 

By rlrtrw, of the authority vested i n  me by hgulat ion L-20 of the Secretary of 
Agriaulture, I do hereby designate as the P* Point Natural Area the following- 
described lands in the Chippewa National Farest, i n  order that the said lrnda m y  
be dedicated to ecientific and educational uaea 

Thir area carprising about 1176 acma 1ocat.t.d in sections1 and 2, T. 
&? N., R. 31 W.,j Section 36, T. a 3  N., R. 31 W. and Section 31, T. 
a3 I? . , R e  30 We, i 8  inclosed by tho following boundary8 

*All. Naticnal forest land on Pine Point lying North of a line described a@ 
iol lavsi  Beginning at a point on Leech LPloe a i c h  point is a meander corner on 
the South side of the NEZ/~ ~ ~ l / k ,  Section 1, extending west d o n g  t h e  muth boundary 
of said NE 1/4 SE 1/L to the SW c o m r  thereof 1 thence south 20 chains along the e&at 
boundary o f  the SW 1/4 SE 1/41 thence west 20 chains; thence north 20 chains; thence &mi v e s t  c h a i ~ ~  thence south 20 chains; thence vest 70 chains t o  the Sw comer of 
the SB 1/& ~ / k ,  Section 2; thence north along the west boundary of said SE 1/4 
SW 1/4, Section 2 to Leech Lake. The =st, north and east boundary o f  said Pine Poiht 
con8ists of the ahom line of' Leech Lakeen 

Juri8dictim, occupancy arid use w i l l  be governed by the provisions of 
Rsgxihrion L-20 and tho instructions thereunder. 

Signed t h i s  16 day of June , 1932. 

/a/ Re Y. Stuart 
Forester Ag. 




