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This publication provides an overview of forest resource

attributes for Maryland based on an annual inventory
conducted by the Forest Inventory and Analysis (FIA) 3.2
program at the Northern Research Station of the U.S. — a0 - —o—Timberland | |
Forest Service. These estimates, along with web-posted s 9___:_’%\ —o—All forest land
core tables, will be updated annually. For more E 2.8
information please refer to page 4 of this report. 2 25 \§’\&\
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Figure 3. — Area of timberland by stand size class and
Note: When available, errors bars provided in figures represent year.
68 percent confidence intervals
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Table 2. — Top 10 tree species by statewide volume estimates, 2007-2011

Species Volume of live trees Sampling Change Volume of sawtimber Sampling Change
on forest land error  since 2008 trees on timberland error  since 2008

(million ft%) (%) {%) {million bdft) (%) (%)

1 ellow-poplar 1,267 105 4.9 6,106 11.7 5.2
2 Red maple 712 8.2 -3.9 1,949 11.5 -1.8
3 Loblolly pine 649 11.2 8.1 2,140 12.8 13.2
4 White oak 536 10.4 8.9 2132 12.3 12.9
5 Sweetgum 443 11.4 -6.8 1,352 14.2 59
B Chestnut nak 261 163 -3.4 795 19.3 -7 0
7 Black cherry 245 16.5 8.5 603 232 8.0
8 Morthern red oak 226 14.3 -4.9 791 18.7 -8.5
9 Black oak 203 14.1 -1.8 847 15.6 0.4
10 American heech 171 16.3 -8.3 h83 23.1 0.9
Other softwoods 276 18.4 -92 796 191 97

Other hardwoods 1,576 59 4.4 4,838 75 0.3

All species

Forest Land Area
(thousand acres)

73

Forest Land
Ownership

Public  (28% of all forest land)
Private  (72% of all forest land) [SEE=
Nonforest ;

0 25

Miles

O Federal

@ State and local
Data sources: USDA Forest Service, Conservation Biology Institute
Protected Areas Database, National Land Cover Database 2001 W Private
Geographic base data provided by the National Atlas of the USA

Figure 4. — Distribution of ownerships and area of forest land (thousand acres) by ownership group, Maryland, 2011.
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Urban Forest Land in Maryland and Delaware

More than 80 percent of the U.S. population lives in urban areas. Tree cover in these areas offers a wide range of
environmental benefits, including the provision of wildlife habitat, aesthetic appeal and visual barriers, climate
control, water quality improvement, and air and noise pollution abatement. Many studies indicate that forest land
that lies in close proximity to developed land or in areas of high population density may be strongly influenced by
urban land uses. These forests often differ from their rural counterparts in forest structure and function as they
may be exposed to a unique set of abiotic and biotic pressures associated with their proximity to developed areas.
The higher density of forest-nonforest edges near urban areas can significantly impact the flora and fauna of
these areas by altering patterns of seed dispersal and by changing local climate and moisture dynamics.

Maryland and Delaware are ranked 6 and 5%,
respectively, among the U.S. states in terms of
percent urban land, which includes urbanized areas
and urban clusters as defined by the U.S. Census
Bureau (2010). Urban area is generally found in

Population Density

census blocks that have a population density of at (people/mi2)

least 1,000 people per square mile. Using FIA's

definition of forest land, the forested portion of this . o
urban land is estimated to be 310,000 acres in . 02
Maryland and 34,000 acres in Delaware. These 2550
estimates, however, don't include all urban area with Forest ?2:220

tree cover. Areas with tree cover may be excluded
from FIA forest land for a number of reasons, such as

not meeting minimum area and shape requirements = f‘:;ﬂm
(Woudenberg and others 2010). Nonforest [ ]

250-500

Figure 5 shows the spatial distribution of forest land
by population density class. Urban forest land in
Maryland is concentrated primarily in the central part
of the state along the Baltimore-Washington D.C.
corridor. Urban forest land in Delaware is mostly
located in northern New Castle County.

Figure 5. — Distribution of forest land by population
density class in Maryland and Delaware.

FIA data was used to characterize the forest land in Urban Non urban
these urban areas to see if it differed from the forest
land of the non-urban areas. Since the area of urban

forest land is relatively small, FIA data from Maryland ® Federal
and Delaware were combined to increase the = State
reliability of the estimates. The oak/hickory forest-type

group predominates in both urban and non-urban Local
areas and the distribution of forest land by forest type H Private

group and stand size is similar for both urban non-
urban areas in Maryland and Delaware. Figure 6
shows the proportion of forest land in each major
ownership group. Most forest land in both urban and
non-urban areas is privately owned, however there
appears to be a greater proportion of local and
municipal government forest land ownership in urban
areas than in non-urban areas.

Figure 6. — Urban and non-urban forest land by
ownership category in Maryland and Delaware.
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