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Hardwood Log Grading 

Scale  S t i c k  Improved 

I n  February 1952 t h e  Northeastern Forest  Experiment 
S t a t i o n  described ( ~ e s e a r c h  Note 13) a new log-grading s c a l e  
s t i c k  developed by t h e  S t a t i o n  f o r  use a s  a v i s u a l  a i d  i n  

0 grading hardwood fac to ry  logs.  It was based on t h e  U. S. 
Forest Products Laboratory's log-grade spec i f i ca t ions .  

About t h e  same time, working independently, personnel 
of t h e  Southeastern Fores t  Experiment S t a t i o n  developed a 
s i m i l a r  s c a l e  s t i c k  f o r  t h e  same use. 

By combining t h e  b e s t  f ea tu res  of t h e  two s t i c k s ,  
personnel of t h e  two experiment s t a t i o n s  have worked to- 
gether  t o  produce a s i n g l e  improved s t i c k .  Other useful  in-  
formation has been added. The improved s t i c k  has been 
approved f o r  use by both experiment s t a t i o n s  end by t h e  
Fores t  Products Laboratory. 

I n  i t s  f i n a l  form the  s t i c k  has a graphic o u t l i n e  of 
t h e  log-grading system on one s ide .  On t h e  o the r  s ide ,  any 
conventional log  r u l e  can be used. M e r r i t t  hypsometer read- 
ings  have been p r i n t e d  on one edge, and Biltmore s t i c k  
readings on t h e  o the r  edge. The Biltmore s t i c k  readings 

i have been adjus ted  t o  make allowance f o r  t h e  width of the  
s t i c k .  

A t a b l e  of absolute sweep allowances (by the  more 
common diameter and log-length c l a s s e s )  has been added a t  
one end of t h e  grading s i d e  of t h e  s t i c k .  The add i t ion  of 
t h i s  information increases  t h e  value o f  t h e  s t i c k  a s  a 
c r u i s i n g  a id .  I 

I 
1 For use i n  timber cruis ing,  t h e  s t i c k  could be modi- I 

f i e d  f u r t h e r  by s u b s t i t u t i n g  a composite tree-volume t a b l e  I 

on t h e  reverse  s i d e  i n s t e a d  of t h e  l o g  ru le .  

Detai led fu l l -sca le  plans of t h i s  log-grading a i d  can 
i 

be obtained from t h e  Northeastern Forest  hper iment  S ta t ion ,  
102 llotors /\-venue, Upper Darby, Pa. ; o r  t h e  Southeastern 
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Forest lkperiment S ta t ion ,  223 Federal Building, P. 0. Box 
2570, Asheville, hT. C .  

M. D. OSTRANDER 
Northeastern Forest Experiment S t a t i o n  

and 

G. He ENGLERTH 
Southeastern Forest Experiment S t a t i o n  

Agriculture-Forest Service-Upper Darby, Pa, 


