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Introduction 
The fate of the nation's forests lies primarily in the hands 

of the people who own and manage (or do not manage) 
the land. Any report that claims to analyze forest resourms 
must consider not only the biophysical characteristics of the 
forests, but also the social context in which they exist. It is 
ultimately landowners, within the social constraints imposed 
hv sncktu whn make the deckinns that I ~ a d  fn mrmllatitinn. 

fragmentation, timber harvesting, recreational opportunities, 
and many other outcomes. 

Broad Ownership Patterns 
Of the 750 million acres of forestland in the United States, 

56 percent (421 million acres) is owned by private individuals, 
corporations, and other private groups, while44 percent (329 
million acres) is controlled by public agencies (fig. 1). The 
federal government controls 76 percent of the public forest- 
land (33 percent of all forestland). State agencies control 21 
percent of the public land (nine percent of all forest land) and 
three percent of the public land (one percent of all land) is 
controlled by county and municipal governments. 

Two-thirds of the private forestland (283 million acres or 
38 percent of all forestland) is held by non-corporate private 
owners. This includes individuals, couples, estates, trusts, 
non-governmental organizations, clubs, associations and 
other unincorporated groups. The other third of the private 
forestland (1 37 million awes or 18 percent of all forestland) 
is owned by corporations. This category includes forest in- 
dustryand forest management companies, timber investment 
management organizations and other companies that may 
or may not have forest management as a primary ownership 
objective. 

Due to various historical factors, forest ownership patterns 

Figure 1 : Forestland in the United States by ownership 
ategory, 2007. (Note: Data may not add fo totals because * Forest Semiw Forest Inventory & AnWsis Family bmst 
of rounding) Research CenterAmherst, Massachusetts. 
8 NATIONAL WOODLANDS Spring 2008 




