
Basswood, 
linden, 
lime-tree, 

'pu tee shu' 
--what's in a name? 

by john Xasada 

! Ti1 ia amerjcana- fo fmrsters,  botanist^, 
I anri ecc)log~sts around the world this scicn&c name 
i 

conjures up the picnue of a very spccific rrce (Tilia in rcnrvoiry thc i w r ~ c r  h#~k,fiow 
! :  latin means linden tree so literally translated the scien- '~3' uebtcr "ark 'd'bfln'rr'od. It 
I int~rrlt~cs tvjsinn. the hark ii7a rhe 
I 

tific name means American linden). But what about Iulm and ltttatg if %vm "jbr 

i ' basswoc~d, linden, lime and pu tcc shu (Chincsc for lin- , , , c E ~  ,,, 7 yar inner bdlvk 

1, ' 
den)? Common names are often confusing and may bc will Iimma and slip cnsifyfrown 
different from one country tn another and even from tht* ~)wn" ~ R T I : .  Ht*vdr A H ~ ~ J S I -  

A c!ornp 1!/'bn.n7vuod that 
wfleprerfl$rdfiom sluwp onc regir~n of a country to anothcr. Often these corn- 1" zisu5da TFwEn'mstme 

brlz /w kns Item1 s o n h t ~ y  rla 
I 
I @runis. mon names have no relationship to one another. I&~c jucgues. 

The commcm names for bxwuvd, howevcr, do 
seem to all have a theme. Here's the story for bass- 

r ' 
o 

wood as ncarly as 1 could determine. AL1 of the names refer to the rrees inrier 
I i bark For many centuries, the inner bark has k e n  used in making cordage (rope 
, I  I atld mhe) to be uscd in various ways including weaving of bags and <!nth. l'hcre 

are interesting historical accounts of the me of basswood bark by Native 
Americans and poems daung back se\w-al millennia to Gscck and Rrrinan times 
that refer ro use of linden (plmra in Grcek/Latin) bark (for examplc-from a 
pocm by Horace (lived 65 - 8 R.C) "No Persian cumber, boy, tbr me; I hate 
your garlands linden-plaited . . . ") . 

: The important feature of the bark is the presence of bast Ilibcrs in the inner 
1 bark. Rast fibers are relatively long, strong fibers that proridc srrerlgth to the 
! 
I phloem tissuc-the critical tissue that transports energy packcd food manufac- 

mred during phcitosynrhesjs up and down rhe tree to fuel living cells. Thus rhc , . 
name "bamvood " that evohcd to  " baqswood. " Linden, dchiteIy, and limc-hce, 
not as well documented, also refer to the properties of rhe inner bark. The refer- 
ence, however, is not directed to the snucture of the bast fibers but: to their use. 

I Both words traced back seem to refer to "hen " cloth produced h m  the bast 

: fibers, (There are: many plants with bast fibers -notable in norhem Minnesota 

! , are spreading dogbane, wood nettle, and snamp d l w e e d .  Perhaps the best 
! 2ioo basmood ver s  t h t  known though is flax bast from which very fine linen is made). 
/ . rgtneraced ~ e e d .  ira Bnn An interesting sidelight of t l~e  S~vcdish name for basswood-"lim "-is that 

1 : '. 5% ofthe bnrmcrord wets scm . the name of one of the most famous botanists, Carl Linnaeus, was derived from 
m ~ k c j b t e ~  wih! I ~ m e p r n n  W." h a e u s  is credited with dcl~loping the system for giving scientific 

I fiow smds. T%c wst tpogld h names to plants and animals-?.up, he's to blame for many of the "tongue- 
.jhw smmp spro~ts. twister" scientific names! The story goes that when his fatber had to choose a * 

- I name, he selected Linaeus because of a favorite tree growing on the Family land. 
+ < 

1, 

The inner barkis an interesting plant material and a nice mine or braid can 
< '  
, . be made from it, or it a n  be rised "as is" for a decorative rnareriat. If you would 

, > 
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ds are a 14 
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s sMriU'm I 

: i,lncr hark yon arc most li 

going to ha vest i t  vou~~c l f  as it is not readily 
. ~ v ~ i \ ~ h \ ~  (dihmeh you might h able 10 find solnc for 
salc on thr intcrnct) .' t l ~ e  iiln of ~vnrkins with 
thu nwtcrial is thc PI harvesting the bark and 
lcarninp nlorc ahnut rnc s~r~ lc ru re  of tllc tree- 

'rhc fir.;t aep, of coursc, is tinding rllr tree 
sure you Ilnve pcrti~issiun from thc l i l n d o ~  
&fore voo go in search of a tree! 

)oil is m o s ~  cnmmonly ihund g r o ~ + i n ~ .  with 
su e on rclati~cly producxi\*c sites. 'rhc bark is 
smonrll m young ~ c s  but v c v  fnrrclwed in old trees. 
'rhc altcmateis arranged lea\lcs (mapic leaves oppo- 
site) 3 r ~  heart-shapcd (but lopcidcdly-SO), rcl3tivcly 
large, ;md no major lobcs hut Inall). finr l c ~ d l .  
LVintcr buc :,psided oval and ofien reddisll in 

color. Flow nr in early to mid jul!r and S ~ C ~ I  
pcat! Rec o llle trcc tops {or the flo~vcr nec- 
tdr. mle fi lr ir  is very unique-swcral Iinrd, round seeds 
'i,1nplinp L~elow a *p~rachstc". Althouyh hard to find. 
1 jlc small gcrminanrs Iiave ~mioltiplc-lobed srcd leaws- 
llllique among trees in the bnrd1~0011 Form. I)a~s\vood 
lrccs c,ften occur in clumps of three or  more rrres that 
develop \~cca,lsc the Lrces sprout rcrdilv from tl~r base. 
()fien the  trees in thc c l~~rnp will vary greatly in 
tcr. I finti that younger artez with srnrwlth bark tend lo 
bc better t]le bar!< layer js more flcxihle alld easier I-(> 

t3;lndle--hut from uldc~* ttaees works too. 
d 3 trcc- lcrc is a lo&np 

4 get pcrn lurk fronl trees t t ,  
(:mtti~ittrd on p a p  

A Lesson i m  Trees: 

Americ 
Basswood 

by Dan Gilmorc 

Scvelal tree spccics in hlinnesata do not readil!r 
1 

rtgcnemt-e from sccd. 0 1 1 ~  tllat isc are all Elmiliar 
u-irh is quaking asperm - a species that conlmonly 

I 
rcgencrntcs through root suckerinp. Annrhcr I 
spcc~cs that com~nclnly rcgc1ieratc.s \r~etadvely via 
stump sprcmts in hlinncsora is ilnicrican Rasslvotld 
(rl'ilim AJZJC~CR 9zn). 1 

Nasnvotld i~ a component of the northern hard- I 
~vood fixem and is found grm~inp, on high-loslit) 
sites hating a dccp, moist, loarny soil. Thc north- I 
ern porrion of the t~ativc range for basswood 
extends alonp thc Canadian border From thc tvest- 
err1 Maritirncs to e;lstcrn Maniroba. Thc eastcrrl 

I pcrtiorl of the r..u~ge extends from Maine to thc 
jrvestcm Carolinas then west throuph ~lonhrrn  
Arkansas and soudlet-11 Missouri cxtcniling west to  I 
the extreme western portion of the rangc id rhc 
camern Dakorzq. A*finncsota is the  edpe of the I 
ranse for many trce species, including basslvo(d. 

The boranical tcrnm thr basswnot.l secds is a 
"nut-likc drupc". They are rarc-lv dispcrscd mare ! 
than nvo trec lengths fiwm rhc parrnt rrce u ~ d e v  
animal help. G o d  secd years nrc frrqucnt but I 

I Itmp-ra.m stlrdiec in \Vixconsin have sho~ \m rhat 
less then 5% of thc stcds ~ernlinatc! Rass~rord 
sprouts prolifically and thc sprours can he ~nanagcd 
For s,~rvrimhcr or othcr protlucrs - thc soft wl~itc 
wood is a favorite ti3r wood carvrn! 

Hassu*imd has a thin hark so i r  i s  easiiy dsnagcd ' 

by iirc hut can tolerate late-spring f h m s .  Stump 
sprouts arc fast-puning and gro~v  our of 'Qdecr 
reach' in one or two yean. One doesn't have ro p, 
in the fhrest to find basswt~od. This hear~tifirl tree 
is cuntrnonly planted alonp city strtcts and in parks 
throughout thc Lakc Sratc~ and Northeast. 
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be CLIX-better bejure cutting than afier, but you could kfore being stored, 
remove bark from trees cut and  slridded to a log deck. If I f nd t~14ne made horn the inner har1c ro be most fun to 
that's not possible, the other options are to remcnre a single niake and a nice lnateriai with iarhich to work. But one often 
$trip uf bark from each of smeral trees or cut a small wee and fu~ds narrrm strips of the inner bark used as decorative nmate- 
remove dl  of thc bark from that tree-find a use fbr the r id  and to lace aild sow hskets together. There are a num- 

j wood as well. FOP ease of removal and handling, strips of ber of ways to make twine-hit the basic god is to twist ttvo 

i balk 3-4 inches wide seem to work best. s t ~ d s  rog-ether and in doing so creating a stronger material. 
Timing of harvest is ~ r i t j c d  to make t l ~ c  job relaritvelp Twine aid rope making maclhes could likdy be used to 

I easy. The best time is during the acrive growth period ia speed the process. 
June atrd early July. Thc hr lc  is held to the tree by ve~y weak The north~~oods hold many hidden treasures. These 
crI1s at this time and slips off easily. AltIiougl~ only the inner- plant materials, once aim integral p z t  of the Iives of inl~abi- 

I most layers of bark are used, tllr entire bark Iayer is removed tanrs of these forests, ivere replaced by modern technology. 
fiom the u-ee exposing rhc wood. Rcdiscoveling them can mean better utilization of the fi)rest. 

Once the bark is in hanti, nvo options are possible. It is But perhaps more importantly, their cliscovery provides 
possible to remove thc inner bark from the outer hark hime- latidorvners with new opportunities and new ways to appreci- 

! diately and for some uses this is the txst rime to make the are their forest land. 
4 
t 

separarion. The sccotic? option, called retting, hivol\~cs toss- 
I itlg t hc bark in the lake and letring it " wirn " fbr a xvcelr or Abozltt the rnzttbor: John Znsndn,  fore^$ V E F P ~ T C ~  s c i c ~ t i s t  1m"I3 tht- 
i nvo. During t l ~ c  swim, iilner i.xyen Innsen and slip easiiy 
I 

IJSFS forest Sciences h b  iw Grand linpids, is s frcqzten c con - 
1 from the ourer bark. The rcsult is loilg ribbons of inner bark tdnitor to ~ c ~ e r F O ~ S T S .  
I 

I that us~rally scpardte into thc annual layers t l l a t  are paper 

i 
thin. T h q r  can be ~oosely coiled and placcd in the sun to dry 

" -.-.- ... ..- ..-.a"- -. - - "- - - -"- .-- -- -- - . 
i 
i 
1 
i YOU can read text books, Cm scan the inter- 
: net, and yo11 can check om the latest 111 proi'cssional forestry jourria1s if' 
I you want ro learn ahorlt hssivood. Or, you can ask 'Tbm Murphy of* 
, Mcnagha. 
i It's difficult to label Tom as a sa~~mil l  owner and operator, or a 

wi~vdland manager, a timbci b~rycr, a grower of h~ybrid aspcn, or owner 
of n busillcss pri~viding laldscappe mulch madc fium rhe residue of 
s~wmilling operations. Tom has eirhcr done it, is doing it, or has plans 
to  take it 011. 

I But olic label you can give him and that is 'admirer' of Minncsotz's 
\ 

bass~voad rcsource. I t  grie17cs ' hn l  that many acres of public Imd are 
often harvested for other species and the h,~ssn?md is "\vasred' by being 
harvested too young. JF left to g ro r~  to 60 to 70 years, Tom attests: that 
a very valuable resource is in hand. The high p d e  product cornes ft-om 
the basc area of thc trec; the lo~r~er  grade from the top. 

 markets for Minnesota bassnvod come from as far away as Tesw. 
where the demand stems from the need for good ~rtood-carving stock. 

Bassx~ood has those 'good' Minnesota attrilx~tes : 

it is not particulxrly susceptible to insects and diseases; 
I +if ~vinter cut, its ir~ood retains its ~vl~i te  coIor; 
I 

I it elljo~rs an imnense market in venetian blind factories (the 
I baswood is dried in the U.S., shipped to C b  for consuuction 
8 

I inlo blinds, and shipped back fot- retail sale); 
i * it retains glue very wdl and senrs to line bcrry and bushel boxes 
j and backets; 
! i~ makes beaut i l l  moIdiilg (check out the shelves of your local 

It~uildiirg supply store): 
I * it g~=ro\vs over many soil types; and 
1 its flourrrs are even mrrght seer by bees, -4th a resuImt honey 
1 - p ~ p d a r  mong  northern apiaries. . , 
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