
RESTORING 

Erni~&il Kesramrion, Val. 1'). No. 4. ?UOI 
(CI200i 1.v rhc Bc,;~nl niRearntsoithr. Uniwniry uily'ircunrin Svstem 

Restoring Nature 
Continuing the Conversation 
by Paul H. Gobster and R. Bruce Hull 

I n the COU~CC of our lives we arc sometimes 
cnnfronteii hy events that jcdt us out of 

<,ur everyday experience. nnesc events can 
lie positive-the hirth of s child, n move tci 
a new reginn or country, the redisa.i\.ery of 
a species thrruht ro he k,st from an ecosys- 
tem. S~lcln eventscan a l a ~  he neetive-rhe 
death ~7f :I loved one, a h i t  political h;~ttlc, 
the Ih~llilozin~ of ;n favorite natunl arca. 
With some ilisrancinp and reflection, these 
events often prc>duce protliund insiphts. 
Restr-Nature i.r anattempt toilmw\.alue 
from one such event, the Chicaeo restora- 
tion clmtrclver.ry. 

As Karen Rn~lriguez and Kenr Fuller 
descrihe in their rerieu: the controversy 
ne~atiaelv impncted many restorati(lnists 
nn~ l  tlie places they c:ire clecply al~r>~lt. If 
Iiy ~rsinc! rhe contr(n8ersy as a touchst~ine 
fix our work we i~peneii healing woun~ls, 
we apologize. As researclncrs, ctrrrfcrence 
session conveners, and i~ltimately as crli- 
tors ~ 1 6  Restorinfi Naacre, we saw it as an 
important npptrrtunity ti, makc siltne- 
rhinc pi'sitive rxlt of snmerhins ncg:~tivc, 
to study and clevclc>p ideas that might 
help impr~ive the outcome of similar situ- 
ittions. The v i ~ l u r n e ~  contril~urors lrrought 
their expertise in social scicnccs 2nd 
humanities to hear i>n this rcstor ,I t '  1011 

c<,ntroversy's ~~nfulding events in hnpes (if 
i~lentifving ~ ~ w c t i u l  and lastins lesslms. 

One [if tlie f i ~ n d a n i r n ~ ~ l  lessons is 
that ecoliyic:il restotarirm h:rs ns moch ro 
<lo vith a,ci;il organizntirru, cultural con- 
flict, anil human values as it J<~us with 
narural science, native species, and eco- 

logical processcr. We believe this lesson is 
c~insistent with an emerging view wirhin 
the restoratiani communiry. As Dave Eean 
wrote in Ecolo,@cal Restoration esrlier this 
year "As restc~ration moves increasingly 
inrrr the public realm. I>ur unJerstanding 
oi' sr~cial issues, includinrr how n1 recop 
nize the power we have and how to share 
it with others, will help our xrotlp hecomc 
;In important and respected mernher of 
the larger community" (ER 19(2):6S). 
Scholarly publication pro\.idcs a key \rsay 
ti, hegin a iliscoursc ahout this relnlm. 2nd 
with our hruk we hope n j  aJv;tnce nn 
un~lersranilinr: [if socinl issues ntx only 
among restoration practirioners and 
researchers, hut alsu planners, lartdscape 
architects, policymakers, and others who 
may directly or indirectly interact w,ir l i  
pl~hlic grnups in rest~,ration prq~jects. 

Restoring Nature attempts tc, examine 
eci>lo~ical restoration th rou~h  tlie analyt- 
ical tools, the<lrcticill rninicls, and philo- 
stphical understandings provicled hy tlie 
%lciol sciences anJ  hunnanitics. We asked 
four essenrial questions that every restora. 
tion prnject must consider: 
I )  I-low can rcsrorationists hest justify to 

society their prnjcctr tliat necessarily 
ctunpete for limited rcarwrces with 
nthcr pressing social and mvironmen- 
tal ncc~ls? 

1 )  Which of thc many pnssihlc "natural" 
cnndirions sIn~,ulJ lhe selected as the 
gcsals of resttiration projects? 

3 )  Mnw can tlie diverse range c>f srake- 
h~i ldrn  he e n ~ g c c i  so as to minilnize 



conflict and lnasimize supp i~ t?  How 
can restoration projects get off the 
drawing tables, nut nfthe coum, and he 
inipletnentecl effectively on the ~ n i t n d !  

4)  Mow can restoration projects he o r p -  
nized SLI as to rnohilize and maintain 
thc volunteers uprm whom must pro- 
jects depeni.l? 
T h n ~ ~ t g h  essays and empirical studies 

hy respected scholars from across the 
United Stares, we sought to clarify anil 
proviJe tenntive answers to these ques- 
tions. As a first attempt in building a hody 
of ktmwle~lge in this area, we claim only 

succcss. As our reviewers have 
pointed out, we nced ro hroaden our mod- 
els and perspectives. For example. William 
Thronp emphasizes that restoration 
occurs in 3 range of landscapes through- 
out the urlxn-wil~iland continuum. Many 
of our contrihurors targeted metropolitan 
area restnration projects, and while we 
helieve that most of their findings should 
tmnslatc to other settings, unique lessons 
can also he learned from studies in more 
remote settings. In a related vein, Ham; 
Wehne-Behrman's comments on  cnnflict 
management in ~ommuni t~hase i l  restor- 
ation efforts point m the need f ix  further 
studies [if group processes, conflict media- 
tion approaches, and social and psycho- 
Ingical theory to help us better understand 
and Jeal with resn,ration disputes. Finally, 
Rndriguez and Fuller argue that more 
work is needed in the area of policy and 
communication stutties tc) understand 
how restoration organizations might oper- 
ate more effecrioely, including how 
experts can hetter interface with volun- 
teer group?. AJditionally, they suggest 
that future studies might provide insights 
<>n how messages from rcstoration organi- 
zations and from the media affect ptthlic 
perceptions. We :IRree ulith 311 ilf these 
suggestions. I f  restoration science call 
expand its rcsearch program to include 
thesc varied perspectives, ure mighr all 

find ourselves in much hetter posititon to 
address the essential questions that face 
every restoration project. 

People are passionate about restora- 
rinn. 11is is made clear horh hv the find- 
ingsin our hook and hy the thrce review* 
here. We are optimistic in our belief that 

We need such passion 
because ecological 
restoration i s  a wickedly 
complex endeavor, one 
that forces us t o  con- 
front our fundamental 
relationships with, and 
responsibilities to, the 
community of nature of 
which we are part. 

this passion hcodes well for the future of 
restoration. We need such passion 
hecause ec~>lngical restorntiun is a 
wickedly cnlnplcx endeavor, one that 
forces us rn confront our fi~ndamental 
relati<~nships with, and reqonsihilities to, 
the community of nature oTwhich use are 
part. Rcstoratinnists must openre with 
imperfect knowledge. There is often scant 
data about previous envirc>nrnental cnndi- 
tinns, and future environmental and 
stlcial conditions of surrnunding ecosys- 
tems often alter the trajectow of a 
restrrreii system. Restnrationists :nust 
make tragic chnices. Some species and 
processes will be lost ant1 replaced hy 

othcr, desired species and processes. Some 
people's hopes and dreams will dominate 
the preferences and sensibilities dothers.  
TIle courage and dedication required to 
restore ecological systems most certainly 
demanils passion. As passionate students 
and advocates nt  rcstoration, we acti\.ely 
encourage discussions that hare as their 
purpose improving the goals and means nf 
ecological restoration. 

Wc thank Dave Egan and the con- 
trihutinp reviewers fcor their thoughtfitl 
comments nhout our edited v(~lunie. 
rest or in^ Nnttire: I'~.rspecritles from the 
Social Sciences and Humanities. One of our 
pritnav goals in smrting this project three 
years ago was to hegin this serious and 
much neecleil conversation ahout the 
sncial dimensions of ccologicnl restora- 
tion. As evidenced by the cliversity of 
viewpoints convcyecl in the preceding 
pages, this goal is being accr,nlplished. 
But, hcginning a conversation is not 
enough. We are only now heginning to 
~~nderstand thc social cotnplexities of eco- 
logical restoration. And, ecolngical 
rcstoratioti efforts have much ti) gain from 
the continl~ed applications of the social 
sciences and humanities. We will con. 
tinue to focus our energies on these tasks. 
The  readers of Ecolo.!$cal Rescorntion can 
also pruvidc insights hy sharing the 
lessons from their own experiences and 
research on the essential iquestions raised 
here. We will need your help as we con- 
tinue this conversation. 

Pn~cl Cjrlhrter is rrsenrch sorid sciennrr with thc 
Lr.S F,,vL.$I Sertlice, Norih Central Re~eurch 
Smrim-Chicn,~,,. pgnlsi&fr.fi,d.>rr. 

R .  Bnrce Hull is axsoriotc llnifrrcui in the Collrpe of 

Fmr.tM orul LVikIlifi. Resot,rrrs. VirKiinin Tech. 
hullrl@sr.ed~r. 




