
Notice of Availability of the Halfway Ranger Station Revised Building Disposition Environmental Assessment, and Opportunity to Object

The Northern Research Station has prepared an environmental assessment and draft decision notice and finding of no significant impact for Halfway Ranger Station Building Disposition. This EA analyzes alternative strategies to relieve the Northern Research Station of the maintenance and operation costs of buildings at the Halfway Ranger Station, a National Historic District located on the Superior National Forest approximately 12 miles southeast of Ely, Minnesota. The proposed action is a participating agreement between the Northern Research Station and the Northern Bedrock Historic Preservation Corps, a non-profit organization. Under the agreement Northern Bedrock would receive use of the Halfway Ranger Station buildings for their employment training program and the Northern Research Station would receive rehabilitation and maintenance of the buildings, at no cost to the government. The EA analyzes other alternative actions including sale of the buildings, relocation of the buildings, government funded rehabilitation and maintenance of the buildings, demolition of the buildings, and no action.

The EA and draft DN/FONSI are available on-line at: http://www.nrs.fs.fed.us/projects/kawishiwi/. These documents are also available for review at the Northern Research Station, USDA Forest Service, 1992 Folwell Ave. St. Paul, Minnesota. . Additional information can be obtained from:  John Slown, Planner, 406-329-3749, email:  jslown@fs.fed.us.

The Forest Service will hold public meetings to present the proposed action from 2 to 4 p.m. and 6 to 8 p.m. on Tuesday, May 12, 2015, at the Grand Ely Lodge, 400 North Pioneer Road, Ely, Minnesota. 

The Halfway Ranger Station Revised Building Disposition is subject to the objection process pursuant to 36 CFR 218, subparts A and B.

How to file an Objection and Timeframe
[bookmark: _GoBack]Objections will only be accepted from those who have previously submitted specific written comments regarding the proposed project during scoping or other designated opportunity for public comment in accordance with §218.5(a). Issues raised in objections must be based on previously submitted timely, specific written comments regarding the proposed project unless based on new information arising after the designated comment opportunities.

Objections, including attachments, must be filed via mail, fax, email, hand-delivery, express delivery, or messenger service (Monday through Friday, 8a.m. to 5 p.m., excluding holidays) to: Michael T. Rains, Director, Northern Research Station and Forest Products Laboratory, USDA Forest Service, 11 Campus Blvd., Suite 200 Newtown Square, PA 19073; FAX:  610-557-4095, ATTN: OBJECTION: Halfway Ranger Station Revised Building Disposition Environmental Assessment; email:  mrains@fs.fed.us. Please put OBJECTION and “Halfway Ranger Station Revised Building Disposition Environmental Assessment” in the subject line. 

Objections must be submitted within 45 calendar days following the publication of this notice in the Mesabi Daily News. The publication date in the newspaper of record is the exclusive means for calculating the time to file an objection. Those wishing to object should not rely upon dates or timeframe information provided by any other source. The regulations prohibit extending the time to file an objection.  

The objection must contain the minimum content requirements specified in §218.8(d) and incorporation of documents by reference is permitted only as provided in §218.8(b). It is the objector’s responsibility to ensure timely filing of a written objection with the reviewing officer pursuant to §218.9. All objections are available for public inspection during and after the objection process. See the draft Decision Notice and Finding of No Significant Impact, Appendix F of the Environmental Assessment, for further information about objection requirements.

