ISSUE
Fire managers are concentrating forest health and fuel reduction treatments at the wildland-urban interface where

problems are the most severe and risk is eminent, yet little is known about public opinion of agency forest policies in the
Great Lakes region.

OBJECTIVES

This study’s overall objective is to evaluate public opinion about forest conditions and fuel reduction treatments planned or
underway on National Forests in Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Michigan. Specific research objectives were designed to:

Examine citizen’s understanding of forest conditions and fuels management (in general) and the range of specific
treatments practiced or being considered in the region.

Measure public preferences for a range of fuels reduction and restoration practices.

Examine existing relationships among the public and natural resource agencies and measure public confidence in
managers ability to effectively implement fuel reduction and restoration programs.

Identify how citizens view various sources of information related to natural resources, including the credibility of
information and which delivery systems are most useful.

RESULTS

¢ Interviews with local Forest Service fire management personnel were used to design a mail survey that in 2002 was sent
to a random sample of residents of counties adjacent to National Forests in Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Michigan. 593
responses were received resulting in a 53% response rate.

¢ Findings help expose the complexity of fire management and fuel reduction problems and reinforced the importance of a
sound communication process.

e Three themes emerged in the findings as deserving individual consideration: understanding of forest conditions, fire
management and treatment alternatives, and citizen-agency interactions.
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Figure 1. Assessment of public forest agency information sources.
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Citizen-Agency Interactions

e One-third (34%) of respondents believe the Table 1. Opinions about Forest Service interactions with local communities.
Forest Service does an excellent or good
job incorporating public concerns into
management strategies. One-third (32%)
believe the Forest Service does a fair job,

The Forest Service is open to public input and uses it to shape management
decisions.
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e The majority of respondents (53%)
believed that citizen participation in forest
planning is of substantial value even if it
adds to the cost of government.

e Respondents were most trusting of the
Forest Service in relation to other forest
organizations (timber companies, tribes)
and local agencies (city, county, and state
government).

MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS
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Four key recommendations developed from this research that are intended to help guide agency personnel and citizens
toward improving conditions in forest communities.

Build literacy among communities.
Address uncertainty and risk.

Focus on situational context and site-specific conditions.
Concentrate on agency-public interactions along with information provision.
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