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STEW-MAP: The Stewardship Mapping and Assessment Project
The Stewardship Mapping and Assessment Project (STEW-MAP)’s database and interactive maps allow
the public to visualize where and how environmental groups are working in New York City. The project
has collected information from hundreds of local citizen groups that are involved with conserving,
managing, monitoring, advocating for, and educating the public about their local environments
(including water, land, air, waste, toxics, and energy issues). These groups range from informal block
associations and kayak clubs, to tree planting groups and environmental justice coalitions, to formal
nonprofit educational institutions and museums.
To use the searchable database, visit: www.tinyurl.com/stewmap
To explore the online maps, visit: www.urbanresearchmaps.org/oasis/map.aspx
Stewardship is one of the means by which civic groups have contributed to the sustainability of their
local environments. These groups work in collaboration with or independent of public agencies and
private businesses in managing urban landscapes. STEW-MAP is both an empirical study of New York
City’s stewardship network as well as a publicly available online tool to help support that network. To
learn more about the research, visit: www.nrs.fs.fed.us/nyc/focus/stewardship_mapping/

Green infrastructure and civic stewardship

STEW-MAP at a glance
Total number of data providers (“umbrella group” lists):
Initial number of potential stewardship groups in citywide sampling frame:
Final number of stewardship groups in citywide sampling frame, following cleanup:
Total number of survey respondents:
Total number of NYC civic steward respondents:
Total number of NYC civic steward’s turf mapped in publicly searchable database:

35
4,788
2,793
682
540
405

What is shown on STEW-MAP?
Stewardship maps tell us about the
presence, capacity, geographic turf,
and social networks of our civic
environmental groups citywide.
STEW-MAP currently displays basic
data for 405 groups citywide on the
OASIS website alongside other open
space data layers. For the first time,
these social infrastructure data are
treated as part of green infrastructure
asset mapping. We are continuing to
update, improve, and add to STEWMAP over time by identifying new
groups, correcting information, and
adding new functionalities to the map.
Why is STEW-MAP important?
The project highlights existing
stewardship gaps and overlaps in
order to strengthen organizational
capacities, enhance citizen
monitoring, promote broader public
engagement with on-the-ground
environmental work, and build
effective partnerships between
stakeholders involved in urban
sustainability. As funding support for
green infrastructures fluctuates, it is
important to cultivate long-term,
community-based natural resource
stewardship. STEW-MAP creates a framework to connect
potentially fragmented stewardship groups; to measure, monitor,
and maximize the contribution of our civic resources.
Who should use STEW-MAP?
It is a tool for natural resource managers, funders, policymakers,
civic groups themselves, and the public. Managers have queried
STEW-MAP for data downloads such as: stewards proximate to
a natural resource restoration project run by Million Trees NYC;
or stewardship groups working in neighborhoods of concern for
climate change-related flooding for the Mayor’s Office of Long
Term Planning and Sustainability. Funders or community
organizers can identify which areas have the greatest or least
amount of stewardship groups of a particular size or focus area.
Members of the public who want to know who is working in a
particular neighborhood can search the database and display
these results through online maps.
Contact: Erika Svendsen, esvendsen@fs.fed.us, or
Lindsay Campbell, lindsaycampbell@fs.fed.us
To add your group to the map, contact:
Dexter Locke, dexter.locke@gmail.com

