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Rhamnus cathartica   
Common buckthorn   RHCA3 8003 

Form:  Shrub or small tree up to 7 m; often with 
multiple stems at the base.   
 
Leaves:  Mostly opposite with 2-4 pairs of lateral 
veins that are curved towards leaf apex; margins 
toothed. 
 
Flowers: Unisexual; sepals, petals, and stamens 4.  
Fruit black with 4 seeds.   
 
Habitat:  Forests, savannas, prairies. Thrives on  
well-drained soils.   
 
Other distinguishing features/notes:  Thorn-tipped 
twigs and the yellow inner bark are distinctive 
characteristics of common buckthorn. ALSO, other 
buckthorns have alternate leaves, while common 
buckthorn has thorny opposite leaves.  Similar 
species: R. alnifolia, native, has scaly buds but 
alternate leaves, sepals and stamens are 5, no petals, 
and black fruit with 3 seeds. 
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