Centaurea biebersteinii

Spotted knapweed CEBI2
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Centaurea biebersteinii
Spotted knapweed CEBI2

Form: Herbaceous plant 0.5-1.5 m tall.

Leaves: Pinnatifid with narrow lobes
(wormwood-like), sparsely pubescent.

Flowers/fruit: Pink-purple flowers in thistle-
like heads. Heads discoid but marginal flowers
enlarged and with irregular corollas. Involucral
bracts overlapping in several layers, upper
margins darkly fringed, often pinkish. Fruits are
achenes 2.5-3.5 mm long, pale brown to
blackish.

Habitat: Fields, roadsides, waste places,
prairies, oak and pine barrens, dunes, and
sandy ridges.

Notes

*This species is now called Centaurea stoebe, however FIA is using
the standardized codes from the NRCS PLANTS database from Jan.
2000 so Centaurea biebersteinii will still be what we use.
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